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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


MR ERNIE LAZAR 

577 SOUTH THORNHILL ROAD, #6 

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92264 7884 


June 22, 2005 
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Dear Mr. Lazar: 


Subject: AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE AGAINST 


COMMUNISM INC 
FOlPANo. 1010124-000 



The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 
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67 page{s) were reviewed and 67 page{s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

0 You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag 
Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the date of this letter. 

The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal” or 
“Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 








□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 
If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


//T~ ^ 

Office Memorandum • unitei/states government 

TO : R k (i / C ' ' .'U DATB: 

_ ;/. ■ ,■ 7 jr/ ■ A ./•'''*/■ 

FROU i ! is*. . . /< 3/31/fii .. , 

I —~—J /A i ?->. - // 7 6 ^ 


| ■ iSA. |_ 

jBjE®r amertj 
Anti-C 


O / -■ 


SUBJEJttf AMERTA H JEWISH T/T^ny ff 

Anti-Go n,m uni at AcMvi+v 


3/31/fil 

6 7 H - // 7 & p 7 


On. February 30. lQfil. 
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UNCLE JOE” 



Words and Music btf 

MAX MERRITT 
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MERIT MUSIC COMPANY 

826 S. Hobart Blvd. 

Los Angeles 5, California 
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l)tdicat»d to our boyi in Xorta 

“YOU’LL LAY AN EGG, UNCLE JOE!” 


Words and Music by 
MAX MERRITT 


J J J U J J j r: 


4'J i'TJ j j j~,j r-_ 

_ You plot to hem us in,- Un - cle Joe-, 

_ Kbu played our boys for suck - ers, Un - cle Joe; 

_ You'd win where fools had muffed it, Un - cle Joe; 
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A'-TPIC* V JE"TF« CONGRESS 
INTERNAL EFCHRTTY - C 


June 1, 1951 
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_ On yay 5, 1951. a written report 1 I 

I I of the American 

Jewish League Against CommunismJ [ 

[ concerning a meeting held 'onday evening, April JO, 

1951, I l as a memorial service in honor of the late Rabbi STEPHEN 

'"ISF in the Community :; all of the Sinai '"yna^orue, U06 South New Hampshire 
Street, Los 'npelee. This meeting was uncrer the auspices of the Southern 
California "ivision of the American Jewish Cong ress. Chair man of the 
meeting was rabbi T/:''HA'*- r GRF.FNBEPC, identified ! | as Executive 

Director of the Southern California Division of the American Jewish Congress, 


On the platform were '-'EYFR HRANEXYj 


A‘IN ^OLLACFj THEODORE FA OMAN; 


’'r. I. ... ""HTSCDN, an officer of the NAACPj and Reverend STEPHEN FRITCH 'A*. 
Hev. F ITCH 'A , the principal speaker, stated the general theme of the 
memorial service was "What would Stephen ■' lse Say If He Were ’ ; ere Today? 1 ' 
FHTTCr”A’J used as his theme, "The Re-Vasification of Western Germany", 
reminding his audience of some 2$0 middle-aged Jewish men and women of the 
awful tragedy of the slaughter of six million Jews by HITLER. He warned 
the audience that re-t'azif ication of Western Germany by the Western powers 
is fraught with danger for Jews and for the world. He condemned the Western 
Allies for their actions in Western Germany and spoke against the release of 
German war criminals. He attacked the rebuilding of a German army and the 
encouragement of 'erman cartels. He spoke against what he insisted was a 
reactionary scheme to clothe veteran Nazies with authority once again as 
judges, teachers, and civil servants. 


He also charged that the -‘est German Premier, ADENAUER, is an old- 
time veteran y az3 'which “FRRITT pointed out is a gross untruth's. FPITG T *”>’ 
finally rave unstinted nraise to the Soviet for vrhat he te rmed was an excel- 
lent program for the education of East German youth, which | 

]-, 7 [) | p s not t h e truth. FH1T0H 'A', praised the break-ur, of the landed 

estates in Hast ‘‘'erraany by the Soviet, and the parcelling out of these 
estates into small sections for the landless German peasants. He applauded 
the expropriation of , ' , < er ., an factories in East Germany, which nut an end to 
the German industrialists. He climaxed his praise of the Soviet by claiinp 
that Russia alone among the great powers yearns for peace". FHITC? n !A‘4 
stated that if only t he Allies would introduce into Western Europe the 
constructive and progressive program the Foviet have introduced into East 
Jerraany, the most difficult problem for Central T urope and the world would 
be solved. 
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He beg ed the audience to give these recommendations .. e a rn sa t - 

thought and to what they could to advance them to fulfillmeptstrcHED-.-jpi’txf. 


SVF: JLC 
100-2 5370-226A 

CC: 10Q-2h6h? ( . FrilO' 

100-5589 (‘v ACC Pi 


100-22593 I 

• 20t2364a‘JEF . 

AGAI’IS 


Jb’ IS:. LKAO’Ti 
T COH' ‘IJNIS'O ' 


sr kia i F.p,- str 

JUN 1 1Q 51 

*9) - 1.06 At mu J 

;»- 13 #f 
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LA 100-2^370-2 76k 

Rabbi GREENBERG thanked FRITCFT7AN for a magnificent, constructive 
address and volunteered that it was one of the most outstanding addresses 
ever delivered to an American Jewish Congress audience. 


|_pririnal report in connect in with the foregoing is 

found in Los Anreles file 100-2^370, serial 226. 


- 2 - 



SAC 


July 10 , 19$1 
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SECURITY MATTER - C 


On June 19» 1951» Dr. MAX J. MERRITT, Los Angeles 
Director of the American Jewish League against Communism, 
te lephoned the writer and stated that he had been contacted 
by | [and the latter had told him that he was 

co-operating witn tne Federal Bureau of In vestigation and 
had furnished information to Special Agent 


H 


NS 

s 

h 


concerning 
furnished information 


comment y as made by the writer to Dr. MERRITT 
reliability or whether or not he had 
to this Office. 


R/.P:mes 

100-3k626 

cc: 0 O -236 (Jewish League against Communism) 
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en Rabbi Max John Merritt 
was recently interviewed on the 
American Jewish . League's fight 
against communist infiltration in¬ 
to the Jewish' fold, he had this to 


say: 

"Years ago - we, \yamed that 
Jews could never be secure, under 
a totalitarian government and 
that it was only a matter,of time 
when Stalin, like Hitler,,would use 
the Jews as a scapegoat In a 
p'oriod of emergency. Those warn¬ 
ings have proven fatefully true. 

"That we were the first to ex¬ 
pose the true nature'of communr 
ism and that we hive hid- years.- 
of experience In meeting and de¬ 
feating ' communist infiltration, 
■justifies our' clairr^ to leadership. 

I "Furthermore," says Rabbi Mer¬ 
ritt, "the Los Angeles Chapter of 
the League has a plpn to petition 
the Russian Ambassador in Wash¬ 
ington to permit the sending of 
an American lawyer to. Moscow 
to sit in as an observer at the 
fortbeominp trial of, the Rushan, 
Jewish doctors charg.ed vcitii 
crimes that the free world refuses 
to believe are justified. If our man 
succeeds, our observer will bmng 
baeft A story that will shock J>ur‘- 
people for whom justice has been 
a sacred tradition." 
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I 

I. 


• « 



RABBI MERRITT (BIGHT) HONORED AS ANTI-RED 
McGuinness award presented by Roy M. Brewer. 



LA. Rabbi Max Merritt 
in Fight on Reds 



Rabbi Max Jlerrilt of 826 S was Mrs. Jane S. Mcllvaine, 
Hobart ~BTvdf was given the editor of the Dowingtown tPa.) 
James Kevjrn McGuinness if1000 Archive who described her re¬ 
award by Abe. Motion Picture cent tour through Russia. 
Alliance /ast night as “the Another highlight of the 
American who last year did the meeting was the donation by 
most to combat Communism." Mark Annistead> owner of a 

The award was made by Roy Hollywood camera rental com . 
M. Brewer after he was in- J , , , 

stalled as new president of the pany ' of lhe rental fcea he re- 
alliance at the Hollywood ceived from the allegedly Com- 
Ameriean Legion Hall. - jiTOnistic producer’s'of the film, 
Rabbi Merritt 'is’ exccu- “Salt of the Earth." 

live director of the Los An- __ _ _ r ‘ 

gcles chapter of tbe Anier- 
ican-Jewish I<eagne t Agalnst 
Communism. 

Guest speaker; at ibe ~affftlrr 




_M 0 >r 

—a J 
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SOVIET SOI^GS a Publication of AM2KICAH ASSOC. IKS. KAX J, MSKRITT 

Yqx AOVi&tQmasu 

it 301MOJ 836 So* Hobart, apt 303 

W 8-7836 


Security Matter - 0 


8-26-53f I0i35aa 


Complainant stated her husband is head of AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE 

AGAINST COMMUNISM and yesterday she was in a doctors office who Is associated with 8 or 

9 other doctors in a common waiting room,l3i San Vlnoeatl, Los Angeles* for this reasoi 

she is unable to state which dootor the magaaine in question was sent to. The magaaine 

La the Scientific Monthly which contains numerous advertisements* the first being for 

the SOVIET SCIENCE* a publication of American Assoc, for Advancement of 3clence and the 

A 

contents of the publication was Russian Genetics by fflBQIJQOIUS DOBZBAHSXT* Bsrpt of 


Zoology* Columbia Unlv* She stated there were also about 8 other advertisements* the 


last one being Appraisal of Soienoe in the USS&* by CONWAT ZIRK L B * BotanieUt Lab of the 
Unlv of Fenna* She stated she had token these advertisements from the meg«vine/ and wa 
smiling it to the office* She also msntloned frontier Orgn. is holding a meeting on 
So. Mansfield* address unknown* this date and is being sponsored by Beverly Hills 

forum, ft ib^aat matter* "Salt of the Eartb?* SqperyiBo: 
Jadvised of latter inforsiatlott. 

index an/dflle b7c 




S£ARCHED„ 

ttWiALIZI 



James H« Powers 
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literal Sttrsm* pf fatfttrtigatfim 
Snffrfr £izti?0 Bepartment of duatire, 


FD-ri 

(7-a0-45) 


IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 


Unknown 

Subject's Name and Aliases 


Address of Subject 


Character of Case 


DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT: 


COMPLAINT FORM 


>*-*-*■■ 


V< % 7 


HATTIE S- JfERRITT 

1 F tmimerttf’ 

82 £ S* Hobart Ave., Los Angeles,. 
Address of Complainant 
Dunki rk 8-7835 

Telephone Number of Complainant 
13f s 10 A.M. 11/3/53 
Date and Time Complaint Received 


FACTS OF COMPLAINT: Complainant telephonically advised that she desired to know if the 
FBI can give aid to an individual who has been removed from his job as a result of the 
Communists. She stated that her husband is Rabbi MAX J. MERRITT, Los Angeles Director 


of th^'Ariarican Jewish 


.'ague Against ComnumsmJ 


She advised that she believed that the 


FBI should give protection to those individuals who have furnished information against 
Communism. Mrs. MERRITT was courteously advised that under presidential directives and 
Bureau policy the FBI did not enter into employment problems regarding individuals. 

.Mrs. MERRITT stated that she understood the FBI's position in this matter but thought 
the laws should be changed inorder to protect an individuals employment. 


ACTION RECOMMENDED BY AGENT: 


Route to 100-Zero. 


Sjj\ SEARCHED.../^*- INDEXCO^m/ 

/ J f jdX SERIAL ;ZED.y> 3 <lF 1 LEI>^*S^.- 

'Ilf) NOV 3 1953 

FBI • LOS ANGKL 


Special Agent 
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run •. • 


b 7D . ./.M&-. files ati.lil^atrat6<H .foa&en $£ theWathlde-' v..* 
1 C&gSBiinlat Center.~ 5870 Wfedt O lympic Bbulayayd, ; 

•*."( L _ . _ I that thi* lnVei tigitor. alertein '' • 

\ him abo ut Information Indicating Corrtmurif at aonriect v 
• part of r 


a Cobununlatlc nature aboutI 
have the | 

Ihowever. according" 


ition- to- l t o£ •■■'. 
1 who Appearato 


REGISTERED' AMSD 
SMW;bU_^^ <\ 

cc: 

100*32593 
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LA 100*20554= 


•'_:W. ■ v ‘ v h.' ’.a-gf 


’• . ■ r_ 

~'v ■' f 

3T . •• .* . 

ii '■. '■ 

** * • 5'\ * 


.^fUada support of these Jewls^ .centeveiAO^W^veaeei^ i 'V * 

' their insensibility, if that re&ponsibllity iCeffi^adp^, v 
• though ; if her with the at&oBt reluctance, it may ilbidpae hut* r '~.- !/ . 
duty . to. bring this situation to the knowledgeand atte°tiort 
ofpersohs who contributed funds to this organization in the 
absence of knowledge of the affiliations of. the officers, • In¬ 
direct dra and committeeman above mentioned, I* 

■ i' 

During the Intervi ew ofl I he stated !' • 

tha t he understood also that I I 

I I the J ewish Centers Association. 590 North Vermont, Los 
Angeles, I ~l He 

stated that several years aao l I during an appearance 

in*the Los Angeles area before the California Un-American 
Activities Committee, declined to answer the question j "Are you 
or have you ever been a Communist party member?”' 1 



I a re -Security 

Index subjects of this office, having been identified as 
Communist Party members, whereas there appears to be no i 
Information in the LOsApgeles offioe fil es indicating 

Communist Party membership on the part of _ 

The files of this offioe also reflect that I la 


Rabbi MERRfTT, he is 

about 75 years or age, ana rrom igzg - to- 194a was Executive > 
Director of the Hillel Foundation, University of California’, 
Berkeley, California. He has been retired since, that time 
except for’ one and one-half years between 1942 and 1944, when 
he filled the pulpit at a synagogue, in. Shreveport 1 , Louisiana, 
About this time he suffered injury to his spine, in an accident, 
from which he claims to have recovered;’ Fr^m 1946 td 1948 - 




IA . 100-20554 • ( ••• 

V- . '■ . ;t . ' r. * “ ... 1 ’ - 

jRalaW WBRRITtf xb& :l&a „ 

tfox* SxMfc&iml h¥ has been ; jjojfr 

the AJLAC, He stated that hels also ©n ’ 





SAC, LOS ANGELES (100*13364) 


November 7 J 1955 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES, 
HARBOR DIVISION, LACC? 
INTERNAL SECURITY * C 


SE V»CHCD r -l 

SERIALIZED.jfrffr.tU^ 

NCV 8 (955 < 

rat “s'. („ 


_ On November 3, 1955, the writer received a ph one cajj.l 

from l I Log 

Angeles, I ~|lrt 

Los Angeles . who stated he had been contacted by ) 

I I Bellflower Herald-Enterprise," Bellflower, California, 

who stated he had some information about subversi ve aotlvlty, ' 
but did not discuss any details as I l was then enrdute 

to a prior appointment. I I suggested that I 1 

information might be of interest to this Bureau. 


1955, sta 



when contacted 1 
been approached 


who has phone numbers! 


stating I l a couple of them are 

Communists and that there are others who are at least Communist 
sympathizers. Q 

Long Beach attorney, previously on the above board, always 
seems to appear at meetings of the above "Board," when there : 
Is some type of subversive activity Involved. 


paper wrote severs 


Jrecalled that sev eral year s ago, his news- 
L editorials about I land his activity. 


I H indicated his desire to endeavor to expose [ 

the above situation and was, of course, reminded that this Bureau 
would be in no position to be of assistance in this regard as 
our files are confidential, at the same time advising him that 
should he have any information he felt was of interest to this 
Bureau, to feel free to contact the Los Angeles Office. I 
indicated that he expected to refer this matter to Representative 
CLYDE DOYLE of the House Un-American Activities Committee. 


1ST 


CC's: 


100-2 6155 (Jewish Centers Assn.) 100-34382 d_ 

~oO-23g 'i American Jewish League vs. Communism J | 

100-24350 (Religion) 60-232 (Anti-Communist Activities) 
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1 a\; 5^. ■ ’■ Afi&iv* ‘££**-&ij£t 

HA'3/fcy r '> >■ ^A5A8 wkterT 


WO IlfUl IU3CV. 

»Sf& ■ i-e^rU- ■ •- 1 ■ — 1 

the path aha 

‘whos# identity r.. ■ I - 

Should.oe " •:« .'>. * • 

concealed >.\ v 

; ' • ■ A . T /- . -, A •■; ' -' ;•' ■ • '.• ■ .• 

: Infomant furnished a wrlttiih report cohaerhirig a meet¬ 
ing held. at >; the Vfestsge^i^lah **&&& 8 - 

• main speaker at this nfcetting ,wa» A* I* WUttH hho ap 9 ke on 
. "China- aaVI. saw it>" :;*&$ .resets ifr^pted^ 

v.. "^p«u js? V Wh$W..' '-’vjr-.! • *v 


'Subject» CHINA A3 I 


$A*f XT* V. .'<•■ ';• • <V- 

< • \. b.V.::-•£.-•. ■ '- - 1 .' :• ■ > ■. • 


”1000 people present, Bc*uitlon*}l,pOV ^ f : ( 

: *ni$uN 

acj.it forhi*'effort* in Act# "sponsorship rir;thip V251IN 
■report. Also to CKAHJUS3 HRSJETCK whi*.p*rmltted ACLO to present ,.. 
WIRIN at. th$ Westside Jewish Goanuhltk Center In- the: face of •; 
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publicity protested the use of the cojranhity Center for this 


occasion. 


. 100-4876 

100*427U 
7 

• - r, . "** 

EECiARl 
- •" ($), : ' 


mxuar co 

’■ -1 ». v • % ’ - 1 /*. •• J 


.’. »•*#; ‘r 1 ./ (. 

. ‘ •£' t v 

v ■ *.>* “ ; 

# ! - 


’ J ’- 1 . (r- '■ > f - 


■ v-- -■..>.* v 


A1L .TWFORMATION .CONTAINED i ••. .. .<». 

HEREIN .IS UNCLASSIFIED , . . „ J.,.- 

DATE 06-15-2005 B Y ^6030 «/AUC/.TAlij/BCG/ blS .-• 

. „. .*• / -i 





V 1 [ 




ms 


:ii 5 ’isydo^^i|:'»S^r?* * *■4 -a*•:'• V.£:.4 ■ ;: <- 

*.. v-' ^ •■:, ;, _ u .- ■.. v,.' '.. . t . • _ .,:■ f: ; •' . \ *•- tf** j? . ■; 








:f^h 

def«ruM? evidence fgr-tfti. tfjge** > 


TO. 




r V - 5 


•*. i-: , wxn **,.- 

of tho atits S to Is visit/although the OOVwfn- 
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(no incentive to have possessions which' tls# hiw w>^ 
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In China due to expropriation/ said WXHIK* • ■ |* .? ' V' 
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"WlflllS said Jie entered X^nh ; WM&, a certain d£& id,: of' < ■ 
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government in the Korean war/but aftOir ha^fing eitt&ettMt'tl# - 
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credibility if - the' witnesses he’ • fc#p^l ; e^id:’,| ad • .41$.' ' ■ 

others )^bu t that that question qoald ba de,elded at tht ^^of, 

"Shere la no bill of 2 d.gHita .tO protect political 1 


opponents of the Comnunlab party In China> Jbut controversy arid 
criticism are encouraged *u»ong the people Who support or accept 
the government, WIRIN told the. audience. Be said that ‘rightists* 
are regained as * enemies of the people*; this included any*-' - - 
one who challenges the basic principles of . Socialism * 

'. v*" v ^ 

* ‘Foreigners must secure a police penult id travii -from 
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a permit for any' trip of more -than 3 day**- 1 * a*14.;WIBlN.* 
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T©38®r MEETING**-^ 

OneWatf 


..tifiiiiiiitf*? 1 


_ •. -Town Meeiipg: If. 

‘ Council eamtafre time 
'arguing about the 
greeting pretty girls and 
for fatuous pictures I 
they'd do something aboi 
chuck holes in our streetl 
A star - studded 


-is oltavJa^r 

Bill A?Vno th 




IBili ArVRo thinks all 
the streets are smooth He will 
see stars all right when his 
head bangs the car top after he 
hits a chuck hole 

—E VAUGHAN 


% 


’POSES LECTURE 
Town Meeting: Please make 
public the following letter which 
I have sent to the Westside 
Jewish Community Center, 
587(1 West Olympic Blvd 

The American Jewish League 
Against Communism. Los Ange¬ 
les Chapter, respectfully re¬ 
quests you to cancel the an¬ 
nounced talks this Sunday eve¬ 
ning by AjCWMii on "China 
as I Saw Jt. lW* League sin¬ 
cerely believes you no a disserv¬ 
ice to Los Angeles Jewry by 
allowing Mr Wirin to speak 
under your auspices at this 
time 

Mr Wirin is defending the 
Powells against charges of se¬ 
dition brought by the United 
States government Ir was to 
corroborate the Powells' asser¬ 
tion that America used germ 
warfare in Korea that Mr Wir¬ 
in went to Red China to get 
affidavits from communists. 

The American Jewish League 
Against Communism does not 
question Mr Wirin's right to 
defend his clients; neither does 
It question Mr. Wirin's right to 
be heard. But there are many 
other forums in this city, and 
the League emphatically does 
question the use of a Jewish 
Community Center for such a 
purpose. It Mr. Wirin were de¬ 
fending some Fascists or Nazis, 
and had gone abroad to secure ; 
affidavits from their co-believ- I 
era, would the Westside Jewish 


Community Center have opened 
its forum to him? 'And, 
same token, how wouldJvthe 
Westside Jewish Center feel if 
an attorney for the Man or the 
Silver Shirts were to appear in 
Los Angeles under the auspices 
of a Catholic or Protestant 
center? 

We think we know the an¬ 
swer And we believe that all 
good Americans, including the 
overwhelming majority of Los 
Angeles Jewry, (eel the same 
way about your permitting b r. 
Wirin to use the Center for 1 is 
talk 

W e respectfully renew our j t- 
\tition that you cancel the pro¬ 
posed meeting — M J. MER- 
Rr£T Exec.-DireC'tor. 
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Los Angeles Chapter 


AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE 
AGAINST COMMUNISM, INC. 


Telephone 
DU 8-7835 


826 S. Hobart Blvd. 
Los Angeles 5, Cal* 


Rabbi M. J. Merritt 
Executive Director 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
Office of the Director 
Washington 25 D.C. 


June 1st. *6 Z 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 


& is with regret that we learn that your schedule is 
rou come to California that you cannot plan definite^ 


so uncertain when you come to California that you cannot plan defini 
to be present at our Tenth Anniversary Dinner, set now for Monday 
evening, June 30th. at the Statler Hotel 


However my Board wishes me to Inform you that 
recognition of your splendid service for God and Country, the Los Ai 
Chapter will be privileged to honor you with an appropriate award In 
absentia. 


at ih 

Aegele* 

In” 


This will be an all too inadequate acknowledgement not 
only for the shield of security that you have set up against the enemies of 
our country but for the equally important service, through. "Masters of 
Deceit", of alerting our people to the formidable danger of internal 
infiltration. 

i 

We trust that you will designate a local friend or a 
member of the local staff of the FBI, to accept the award. And In the event 
that you are In this area at the time of our dinner, we shall be most happy 
to have you accept in person. 


Yours sincerely 
/s/ M. J Merritt 


a 5 


r- • 


r. v.* |. 


"Unless We Are Opposed to All Dictatorship We Are Opposed to None" 
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Rabid Max J. MeVitt 
Executive Directory 
American Jewish League 
Against Communism, fac. 
826 South Hobart Boulevard 
Los Angeles 5, California 


Dear Rabbi Merritt: 


6 | 1958 



I want to express my deep appreciation for your 
cordial letter of June 1, 1958, advising that toe Los Angeles Chapter 
of the American Jewish League Against Communism, Iuc. f desires 
to honor me with an appropriate award in absentia at its Tenth 
Anniversary Dinner on June SO, 1958, at toe Statler Hotel in 
Los Angeles. 


Tour consideration in this regard is Indeed heartening, j 
and I am pleased to accept your kind offer. Special Agent in Charge ; 
Donald Kenneth Brown of our Los Angeles Office will contact yon in 
the near future regarding further arrangements for this occasion, aadi 
he will, if at all possible, accept this award cm my behalf. May I 
extend my very best wishes for a most successful Dinner. 

.Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


' 2 Los Angeles - Enclosures (2) 

ATTENTION SAC: You should immediately contact Rabbi Merritt,! 
and if at all possible, you should indicate that you will personally appdar 
at this Dinner and accept this organization's award on my behalf. Sh m i ld 
you be unable to personally appear, you should designate-the Assistant 
Agent in Charge for this occasion. 0 <3 - / { 
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ReBulet 6/6/58, addressed to Rabbi Max J. Marritt, 
Exeoutive Director of the American Jewish League Against 
Communism, Xno, > 

I have been in contact with Rabbi Merritt and advised 
him that I would personally appear and accept his organiza¬ 
tion's award on behalf of the Director, 

Rabbi Merritt has now advised me that it has been 
necessary to delay the dinner until the latter part of July, 
1958. He will furnish the exact date and t will promptly 
inform the Bureau. 





Los Angeles Chapter • 

American Jewish League 
Against Communism, Inc. 

Telephone 826 S. Hobart Blvd. Rabbi M. J. Merritt 

DU 8-7835 Los Angeles 5, Cal. Executive Director 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 

Alfred Kohlberg, Hon Chairman 
and Treasurer 
George Sokolsky, Chairman 
Rabbi Ben|. Schultz, 

Nat Executive Director 

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Morrie Ryskind, Chairman 
Paul Miller, Vice-Chairman 
Henry Bartman, Treasurer 
Bert J Abraham 
Arthur Brash 
Norman Jacoby 
Arthur T Stollmack 
Al Weinberg 
Max J Merritt 


J\-.ly "3rd. '56 

Hr.Donald Kenneth Brovm 

LOS An Told s Of ics c" the FBI. 

1340 1 ”. 3th. ?t. 

Los. An/pel es California 

"iy aerr Hr.BrovnS 

A chr r, s ir. the plans o ' the Los 
Ar /eles Chapter of the A ; - a-i-r n Jev'is’ - Lga-ure 
Aminst no re uni an .or the obS 3 r -!, '--. v :r ■ .?" its 
T=nth An 1 'iy er s'ry Dinner has been made r ess-r rr , 
’"hen I "rote to --r.J.Ed- r Hoover -**3 h^d nj-annsd 
to v old our anniversary a inner in June. 


Our Board has nov ~ solo a"’ to holt 
our dinner on Constitution D:.y } Sept. 17th.as 
has been our cue tom in the past. The dinner "-il: b; 
stiver ~t the Hotel Statler ^ednesd y avenins 1 Sent. 
17th.at 7.P.H. —- 


The others :to be honored ,'ith 
together .’.it'' ^r.J.Eds^r Hoover are Adophe "an.lou 

th e 


an 


-ir: 


■Pr 


'-il! er. It is the F irst tin:? that our 


locel chapter has ss] ectet a -vonrr. to b-> eo honored 
but th - choice of Hr 3 . Paul iller hr 3 met yith an 
ent-huisastic response. 
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“Unless We Are Opposed to All Dictatorship We Are Opposed to None" 



STA.f-OA.RO FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

to :SAC, Los Angeles ) date: 7.23.58 

FROM : 3A | ~| blC 

subject: AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE AGAINST COMMUNISM (AJLAC) 

Info* Concerning 


b2 

b7C 

b 7 D 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 


writer on 


[ate as 


Lows: 


orally advised the 


Rabbi MAX MERRITT, Exec. Director of the AJLAC 
on the West Coast, recently wrote to Director J* EDGAR 
HOOVER and requested permission to designate Mr* HOOVER 
to be the recipient of an ward to be presented by the 
AJLAC at its next convention to be held in Dos Angeles 
sometime in 8ept* 1958* 

Director HOOVER reportedly advised Rabbi MERRITT 
that he w> uld be glad to aocept the award in person if 
possible and if he could not attend, SAC D« K* BROWN would 
accept on his behalf* 

The date of the AJLAC has now been setb for 


9-17-58 at the Statler Hotel, Los Angeles, and the other 
recipient of an award b-r the AJTAC will be ADOPPHB MBNJOU. 


The above information is to be sent to SAC BROWN 


by Rabbi MERRITT in the near future. 







Director, FBI 


7/28/58 


SAC, Los Angeles ( 80 - 236 ) 


^'AMERICAN JEWISH LfiAOUE 
r ^ AQAINST COMMUNISM, INC. 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 


Remylet 6/17/58, 


I have been advised by Rabbi MAX J. MERRITT that the 
League's dinner will now be held on Constitution Day, September 
17, 1958, at the Statler Hotel in Los Angeles, at 7*00 P.M. 


to be honored with awards are ADOLPHE MENJOU 


_ 1 



In accordance with prior Bureau instructions, I have ad¬ 
vised Rabbi MERRITT that I will personally appear and aooept 
this award on behalf of the Director, Perhaps the Bureau will 
want to furnish me with a statement by the Director to be read 
on this occasion. 


2 - Bureau - Air Mall 
1 - Los Angeles 
DKBtAB 


(3) 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO : SAC, Los Angeles (80-236) DATE: August 6, 19^8 

Ls' FROM Director, FBI 

subject. AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE 
AGAINST COMMUNISM, INC. 

Reurlets 6-17-58 and 7-28-58. 

In connection with your appearance at the dinner sponsored 
by captioned organization on 9-17-58 at the Statler Hotel in Los Angeles 
to accept an award on behalf of the Director, an appropriate statement is 
being prepared and will be forwarded to you in the near future. 


’X'S b 
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1340 rfest Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
August 7, 1958 


Rabbi Max J. Herritt 
Executive Director 


American Jewish League 
Against Gn^mnism, Inc. 
82o3outh Hobart Boulevard 
Los Angeles 5> California 


Dear Rabbi Merritt* 

Confirming our telephone 
conversation, I will be able on 
September 17, 1958, to accept the 
award to be made by your organization 
on behalf of Mr, Hoover. 


Sincerely, 


D. K, Brown 

Special Agent in Charge 
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LerfAngeles Chapter * 

American Jewish League 
Against Communism, Inc. 


Telephone 
DU 8-7835 


826 S. Hobart Blvd. 
Los Angeles 5, Cal. 


Rabbi M. J. Merritt 
Executive Director 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 

Alfred Kohlberg, Hon Chairman 
and Treasurer 
George Sokolsky, Chairman 
Rabbi Benj. Schultz, 

Nat Executive Director 

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Morrie Ryskind, Chairman 
Paul Miller, Vice-Chairman 
Henry Bartman, Treasurer 
Bert J Abraham 
Arthur Brash 
Norman Jacoby 
Arthur T Stollmack 
Al Weinberg' 

Max J Merritt 
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Are Jews Sympathetic to Commuaiim ? 


EXTENSION OP REMARKS 

or 

HON. DONALD L. JACKSON 

OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HODSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 7, 1957 
Mr. JACKSON. Mr Speaker, the at¬ 
tached article, Are Jews Sympathetic to 
Communism? written by Rabbi M. J. 
Merritt, executive director of the Los 
Angeles Chapter of the American Jewish 
League Against Communism, Inc, is 
submitted by request for insertion in the 
Congressional Record: 

Are Jews Sympathetic to Communism’ 

With monotonous frequency I am asked. 
"Why are so many men and women torn 
in the Jewish fold active in and sympathetic 
to the Communist cause?" The question 
stems from the parade of witnesses called 
before the committees Investigating infiltra¬ 
tion in the Government, education, enter¬ 
tainment, communications, labor—in brief 
In almost every phase of American life and 
activity. The public has taken note of the 
published names of a preponderant number 
of these witnesses—names that plainly sug¬ 
gest a Jewish origin. That has led to the 
question posed 

It is a natural question and deserves an 
answer. But before the question can be 
answered Intelligently it will not be going 
far afield to inquire into the causes that 
made for the rise of communism to strength 
and influence and the causes, too, that have 
contributed to its decline. 

Communism stood at the peak of its pop¬ 
ularity in the United States and counted its 
most numerous membership and generous 
financial support in the years that imme¬ 
diately followed the economic breakdown of 
1020 and the simultaneous rise of Hitler to 
power. In the years of misery, privation, 
hopelessness, and distress that bore down eo 
heavily on the lives of millions in America, 
communism seemed to stand out like a 
beacon In a world growing progressively 
darker. Thousands succumbed to the Com¬ 
munist propaganda that the cycle of boom 
and bust was implicit in the system of free 
enterprise to which the Western world was 
wedded and the Communist indictment that 
capitalism was bankrupt. Millions were 
ready to listen to the advocates of a system 
that brashly offered relief from unimagin¬ 
able distress and proclaimed that it had the 
key to enonomlc stability. 

Communism made the most of tlmt pas¬ 
sionate, almost agonized yeainmg for relief. 
I remember well the eagerness with which 
people listened to the Communist claim that 
in the collective farm the problem of the 
tiller of the soil was solved and that hi a 
controlled economy and the state-owned in¬ 
dustry, communiem had abolished the 

420339—62753 


haunting dread of unemployment Thou¬ 
sands of sensitive souls and bewildered vi¬ 
sionaries were completely taken in and be¬ 
came members of the Communist Party. 
Among these thousands were a considerable 
number of men and women bern in the 
Jewish fold 

Rarely in modern times have so many 
men and women been convinced that greed 
and selfishness were the villains that were 
blocking the path of human progress and 
that the greatest need of our day was a 
new order that would exorciEe these evils 
from which society was suffering. They 
believed that a new order releasing human 
energies, would purge society of its ills and 
bring civilization to full flower. Commu¬ 
nism claimed that it had the plan and held 
the key to that- golden future in the class¬ 
less society that was a realization of the 
dream ol brotherhood Thousands of starry- 
eyed sentimentalists flocked to the party and 
gave it moral and financial support A lib¬ 
eral number of men and women born in 
the Jewish fold were among them 

This, too, was the period when Hitler and 
nazism had come to power and Imposed tlielr 
will on the German people, reduced to pov¬ 
erty and privation by allied Intransigence 
and uncontrolled inflation While a shocked 
and nerveless world looked on Hitler pro¬ 
ceeded to demonstrate that the doom he had 
publicly proclaimed for liberals as well as 
Jews was not an empty throat. The fury 
of the storm troopers was unleashed The 
shrieks of the victims of Hitler's savage and 
inhuman cruelties rose to Heaven as Hitler 
proceeded methodically to carry out ms 
threat to ext ei inmate Jews wherever he 
gained control A shocked world spent its 
indignation in feeble protests that the 
Nazis studiously ignored 

Communism was the only disciplined force 
m the world that stood up to Hitler and 
declared open war to the end on nazism 
Thousands of liberals and Jews in the West¬ 
ern World found that challenge and re¬ 
sistance good, became members of the party 
and ga\-e it moral and financial support 
And it would have been strange indeed If 
with the spectre of annihilation confront¬ 
ing them Jews had not Joined the party in 
large numbers and put themselves whole¬ 
heartedly at its service 

These are the reasons that in a few short 
years brought communism out of the 
shadows Into the sunlight, swelled its ranks 
to 100,000 members, with approximately 2 
million fellow travelers Willing to do the 
party's bidding aud won for it an unnum¬ 
bered host of sympathizers In the United 
States. 

As circumstances brought communism in 
the United States to prestige and power, so 
circumstances have played an important 
pari in depleting its membership and re¬ 
ducing ila influence First came the H'tler- 
Stalm pact that sparked the Second World 
War and exposed the sham of the Com¬ 
munist vow that it was committed to fight 
Hitler and nazism to the death. Thousands 
of liberals and Jews shocked at this change 


of line and disillusioned by this cynical 
alliance deserted the party, resentful at the 
deceit that had been practiced on them. 

Then came the revelation that the para¬ 
dise of the proletariat was a fraud. A ruth¬ 
less dictator decreed the death of more 
than fl million peasants who restated the 
policy of collective farma and withheld their 
harvest quotas from the Communist masters 
The urban toller began to resent the gulf 
that stretched between the luxurious life 
of the ruling clique and the sweating masses. 
And the factory worker found himself de¬ 
nied every right that workers had fought 
and suffered to win in the Western World. 
Thousands who had flocked to the stand¬ 
ards of communism in the delusion that 
communism had forged the key to a pro¬ 
letarian paradise could not storaadh this 
revelation and defected And along the de¬ 
fectors was the standard quota of men and 
women born In the Jewish fold. 

There are always a goodly number of 
amateurs who rush to associate themselves 
with the new, novel and ballyhooed move¬ 
ment, persuaded that it represents the wave 
of the ruture. But amateurs learn by ex¬ 
perience. When It became generally known 
that communiem was not a panacea for so¬ 
cial and economic ills, that its advodaoy of 
peace was blatantly insincere, that to gain 
its evil ends. It not merely condoned but 
counseled deceit, cruelty, the breaking of 
every solemn covenant and contempt for 
every ethical principle and that it wafc noth¬ 
ing more or Ices than a criminal conspiracy 
directed to world conquest, the amateurs de¬ 
tected by the thousand, among thCm the 
standard number of Jews. 

Today, according to the latest listing of 
the FBI, the roster of devoted, dedicated 
hard-core Communists In the United States 
has shrunk to a little more than 18,00t) mem¬ 
bers. And If the tabulation of the FBI la 
correct, that for every dedicated and de¬ 
voted Communist there are 10 fellow- 
travelers ready to do the Communist bid¬ 
ding, there ore some 130,000 men anil wom¬ 
en in the United States at the beck dnd coll 
of communiem In the ranks of thte loyal, 
devoted, and dedicated Communists are to 
be found the usual quota of individuals, 
who are failures and frustrated. And of 
these, too, there are number of men and 
women born in the Jewish fold 

My point has been to show why JeWs were 
drawn in numbers into communism and 
why in numbers they defected. And In the 
greatly diminished number of hard-core and 
dedicated Communists who remain, there 
is a relatively modest quota of men and 
women born in the Jewish fold. There are 
two things characteristic of Jews. In what¬ 
ever field they enter they are Intense, 
articulate, and conspicuous. To the ill- 
concealed disquiet of the rank and file of 
their coreligionists, these hard-core Commu¬ 
nists, born in the Jewish fold, arc not only 
intense, articulate, conspicuous but have 
demonstrated a talent for leadership 'that 
makes them stand out like a sore thumb. 
They have given the completely erroneous 


2 

impression that a major number of Jews are 

Oommunlbta. Aa a matter of fact, these 
bard-core CommunLetfl, born la tho Jew Lett 
fold, and their fellow-traveling reservee, 
represent lew than one-half of 1 percent of 
Um> fc mlUlon Jewt of America, The un¬ 
swerving loyalty ol the vast ana overwhelm¬ 
ing majority or American Jews and their 
steadfast devotion to the American way of 

life Is attested by their sacrifices in every 

war in which the United States has been en- 

gaged and the significant contributions they 
have made to a great and prosperous 
America. 

It Is a matter of record that followers of 
other faiths have proven equally susceptible 
to the Communist appeal and permitted 
themselves to be used as tools, dupes, and 
Innocent collaborators of Communist proj¬ 
ects and objectives. We have no better ex¬ 
ample of the readiness of men and women. 
Irrespective of faith, to support causes favor¬ 
able to communism than the present des¬ 
perate effort of American Communists to de¬ 
feat the Interns) Security Act of 1960. This 
Is one of the most effective laws passed by 
the Congress to cripple the Communist con¬ 
spiracy in the United States. This law makes 
It mandatory for the Communist Party In 
the United States and pro-Commumst organ¬ 
izations, too, to register and file annual re¬ 
ports with the Attorney General of all Com¬ 
munist-action groups and all Communist- 
front organizations. 

Communism senses In this law a threat to 
Its vary existence It Is marshalling every 
resource available to defeat It. It is appeal¬ 
ing as never before to the ultra liberals, the 
starry eyed, and the dupes to Join It In the 
effort to void this law On September 14, 
1965, there was filed with the Supreme Court 
ol the United States a brief as amici curiae, 
signed by 360 Individuals requesting the 
Supreme Court to void the Internal Security 
Act of 1050. This brief was signed by men 
and women representative of the clergy, edu¬ 
cation, medicine, politics, the arts, social 
service, and business The great majority of 
tho signers could not by any stretch of the 
Imagination be called Communists or fellow 
travelers. 

As Id almost every instance when petitions 
favorable to communism have been drawn 
up, signed, and presented to the powers that 
be, the Initiators are Communists and the 
rank and file of the signers are innocent col¬ 
laborators. An analysis ol the signers of this 
brief will show that the number of Jewish 
signers Is negligible compared to the signers 
of other faiths. Ninety-four of the signers of 
the brief are men of the cloth. Six are rab¬ 
ble and 88 are representatives of the sev¬ 
eral branches of protestantiem—Unitarians, 
Methodists, Episcopalians, etc. Practically 
the same ratio applies to the doctors, edu¬ 
cators, social workers, and the arts repre¬ 
sented among tne signers. It u clear that If 
non-Communist but poorly Informed Jews 
have been led to support Communist proj¬ 
ects and objectives the same 1 b true to an 
equal or even greater extent of non-Jcwa. 

I have already given the general reasons 
that, bound up with historic circumstances, 
brought non-Jews and Jews in appreciable 
numbers Into communism. But with ex¬ 
traordinary cleverness communism found 
Jews susceptible to special appeals, If there 
le one dominant passion that has stamped 
itself on Jewish life and tradition, it has 
been the passion for eoclal Justice. From 
the days Of the prophets Jews have been the 
path breakers In the cause of social Justice, 
and they have never abated the ardent dream 
of the coming of a time when the practice 
of social Justice would banish the Ills of 

420839—02753 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

poverty and privilege and social and eco- 

nomlc Injustice from the world. 

Here communism was ready with a honeyed 
appeal. ''Look/' sold tho Communist propa¬ 
gandist, "look about you In the world. Has 

your age-old dream ol social Justice been 

teahawM Hfuj economic and social injus¬ 
tice been banished? Two thousand years 
have passed, and these Ills are still rampant 

In the world. When communism has come 

to power and Is dominant in the world, It Is 

fundamental to our policy to put your dream 

of social Justice into practice." Jews fell 
for that appeal, and these devoted Commu¬ 
nists and willing fellow travelers born In the 
Jewish fold refuse to admit the patent fraud 
manifest In the gulf that stretches between 
the privileged few at the top and at the 
bottom tho toller chAlned to his Job and the 
tortured millions condemned to the living 
death of the concentration camps. 

Again, no single group has for so many 
centuries been made the victim of persecu¬ 
tion and discrimination as the Jew. For 
centuries the Jews of Eastern and Central 
Europe were treated as outcasts and pariahs, 
and even when Jews in the Western World 
were privileged to bosk in the sunshine of 
equal political and economic opportunity 
they were still made to foci the smart of 
social and personal discrimination. 

Communism made a clever and moving 
appeal to Jews It set itself up as the sworn 
foe of every type of discrimination In the 
world—racial, social, color, and religious dis¬ 
crimination. Jews fell for that pose, too, and 
there are still many who accept the Commu¬ 
nist ideology and are ranked among the fel¬ 
low travelers who refuse to admit the patent 
fraud of discrimination practiced against the 
remnants of the Russian bourgeoisie, dis¬ 
crimination practiced against all who refuse 
to conform to the Communist mold. 

Again the specious claims that commu¬ 
nism made Impressed and won a following 
among Jews Communists have consist¬ 
ently claimed that they abolished the pale 
of settlement, that hated ghetto in which 
millions of Jews were crowded and where 
they were subjected to every hampering and 
humiliating restriction, a plight that stirred 
the sympathy of their coreligionists through¬ 
out the world, to say nothing of the burden 
It put on their generosity. Communism 
made the specious claim that it made all 
these restrictions null and void, that it put 
a summary end to the pogroms of the Black 
Hundreds and that it put the Jew on a par 
with every other Russian citizen. The truth 
Is that It was the Duma of the Kerensky 
regime, the democratic regime destroyed by 
Lenin, that Issued the decrees liberating the 
Jews of Russia. And there Is positive evi¬ 
dence that far from rooting out prejudice and 
111 treatment of Jews as communism has 
boasted, communism still tolerates anti- 
Semitism in Soviet Russia and the satel¬ 
lites. 

In the face of the documented evidence 
proving the fraud in the special appeal 
communism has made to Jews, it becomes 
difficult to explain the loyalty and devotion 
of those men and women born In the Jewish 
fold who still remain faithful to the Com¬ 
munist cause. Is It to be explained by that 

characteristic weakness In human nature 

that when individuals have once been per¬ 
suaded to give themselves unreservedly to 
a cause and to make that cause part and 
parcel of their lives, that even when they 
have been deceived, they And that It is Im¬ 
possible to admit that they have been fooled? 

By a vast majority American Jews have 
refused to be enmeshed In the spider web of 
communism By a vast majority American 


Jews are familiar enough with the records 

to know that communism hm every 

solemn agreement It baa n*mdo with the 
free world and that it Is basically untrust¬ 
worthy, By a vast majority American Jews 
see the gulf that stretches between Com- 
xnuntex pKsmtea and practice. Bn a ’i&ati mft* 

Jorlty American Jews oondomn a oaua* that 
stands for slavery and atbeL 

The American Jewish League Against 

Communism is the articulate voice ol that 

imprcoalvo majority. Xho league iaolate Lhni 
Jews In communism represent the very 
antithesis of whet the Jewish people have 
stood for from the beginning of recorded his¬ 
tory. For it may not be forgotten that re. 
Ilglan as the world knows and values It, 
constitutes the Jew's supreme gift to hu¬ 
manity. As Interpreters of God and good¬ 
ness, from Moses to Jesus, we have been 
accorded a significant place In history as 
contributors to the world’s spiritual wealth. 
The league holde that Jews would be rec¬ 
reant to what Is best In their past if they 
did not take their place In the ranka of those 
determined that the Ideals of truth. Justice, 
mercy, faith, and freedom shall hot bs sup¬ 
planted by communism's cynical concepts of 
falsehood, cruelty, Injustice, double-dealing, 
and Blavery. 

The league Is the articulate voice at the 
overwhelming majority of coreligionists who 
abominate these renegades aa the rankest 
Ingrates For the Jews of America ere whole¬ 
heartedly appreciative that here as in no 
other land or time or place do they share 
with fellow citizens the rich blessings of the 
fairest, happiest, most rewarding land un¬ 
der the sun. 

They are appreciative or the fact that 
America has been for us a house through 
whose open windows has poured the sun- 
shine of opportunity that only the free spirit 
con create—sunshine that gome twisted 

Jewish individuals would exchange for the 
murky shadows of the police state. Here 
the human dignity that has added a qual¬ 
ity of grace to rich achievement, some fuzxy- 
mtnded creatures In our midst would barter 
away for the deadening alavery of a robot 
regime. Here the full well-rounded service- 
able life that democracy has made possible 
for our people, deluded and misguided crea- 
tures born In our fold would have us change 
for the lock-step existence that marks the 
life behind the Iron Curtain. 

Relatively few as these renegades are 
the league does not Ignore them. The 
league has taken the lead In condemning, 
repudiating and rooting them out whenever 
and wherever they are found We believe 
that it Is our duty to speak out frankly in 
detestation of these creatures at a time when 
not only for our country but for the free 
world there can be only one way for Amer- 
icans. We believe that It Is necessary that 
we publicly declare that Jews who apeak 
and work for an atheistic and conspiratorial 
foreign power are enemies not only of their 
own people but also of their country. 

And by tradition we are the bearers, too, 
of a heartening message to the free world. 
We are a people old In experience. We have 
been privileged to watch the waxing and 
the waning of many a formidable earthly 
power. Again and again we have witnessed 

power-mad dictatorships go down to destruc¬ 
tion because of defiance of the eternal 
principles of right. And now that the free 
world stands at a fateful crossroads on the 
highway of history, we register the conviction 
that the cherished values and ideals of which 
our prophets were the champions will pre¬ 
vail against the powers of darkneBs, 
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1340 West Sixth Street 
LoiAngelea 17, California 
August 15* 1958 


Mr, Max J. Merritt 
Anerloan Jewish League 

Against Coamnlsn, Inc, 
826 South Hobart Bird, 

Los Angeles 5, California 


Dear Rabbi Merritt 1 

I have your letter of August 
14/ 1958/ and have requested the 
glossy pictures of Mr, Hoover. 

As soon as they are received/ 
sane will be forwarded to you. 


DKB:AB 
( 2 ) 


Sincerely, 


r\ 




D. K. Brown 

Special Agent in Charge 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 0 6-15-2 0 05 HI 6G3 0 9/AUC/TAM/DCJL?/bis 
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Director, FBI 


8/15/58 


1 


SAC, Los Angeles 


AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE AGAINST 
COMMUNISM 
Los Angeles Chapter 
ACCEPTANCE OF AWARD FOR DIRECTOR 


Reference is made to previous correspondence conoemlng 
the award which captioned organisation la presenting to the 
Director on September 17, 1958, through the SAC In Los Angeles. 

Rabbi Max J. Merritt, who is handling the correspondence, 
has Just requested six glossy pictures of Mr, Hoover to be used 
for publicity purposes. 

Will the Bureau kindly forward these to the Los Angeles 
Office at the earliest possible time, I 


2 - Bureau (Air Mall) 
1 - Los Angeles 
DKBlAB 
(3) 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE On-15-2 0 05 H Y 6G 3 0 9/AIJC/TAM/DCG/bis 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 



SAC, Los Angeles 
Director, FBI 


DATE: August 19, 1958 


subject: AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE AGAINST COMMUNISM 

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER ACCEPTANCE OF AWARD 
FOR DIRECTOR 


Reurlet 8-15-58. There are enclosed six glossy photographs 
which you may make available to Rabbi Max J. Merritt in line with his request 
for such photographs for publicity purposes. 

Enclosures (6) 



* ~ & 3 fa o 


Si' 


a T T T■•)PnoMA m T oh roNT ATNF n 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-15-2005 BY 60309/AUC/TAM/DCS/bis 






134-0 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
August 22, 1958 


Mr. Max J. Merritt 
American Jewish League 

Against Communism, Inc. 
826 South Hobart Blvd. 

Los Angeles f>, California 


Dear Rabbi Merritt: 

In accordance with the re* 
quest contained in your letter of 
August 14, 1958, I an enclosing here¬ 
with six glossy pictures of Mr. Hoover 
for your use in connection with award 
presentation on September 17, 1958. 


Sincerely, 


D. K.Brown 

Encs.6 Special'Agent in Charge 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAIMKD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-15-2005 UY 60-3 0 9/ AUC/ TAM/ DCS/ bis 
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Beverly Hills, California 

September 11, 1958 


Hr, Donald K. Brown 

P. 5. I. 

U, S, Dept, of Justice 
13J+0 if. 6th St. 

Los Angelas, California 

Dean Hr. Brown: 


Cn behalf of the AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE AGAINST 
COMMUNISM, may I say that we will be honored to 
have you be present at our dinner at the Sierra 
Room of the Statler Hotel next Wednesday night, 
September 17, at 7:00 P.M. to accept the award 
for Hr. J. Edgar Hoover, 


You will be seated at the Speakers' Table and 
we will appreciate it If you will make a brief 
response on behalf of Hr. Hoover. 


will be seated with 


Thank you 
seeing you 


so much, and, we are looking forward to 
Inext Wednesday. 


imc 
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Previous correspondence from 
Rabbi MAX J. MERRITT 



A 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-15-2005 BY 60309/AUC/TAM/DCG/bis 
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STANDARD FOHM NO 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

T0 : SAC, Los Angeles ( 80 _ 2 36) DATE: August 14 > 1958 

FROM : Director, FBI 

subject: AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE 
AGAINST COMMUNISM, INC. 

Remylet 8-6-58. 

There is enclosed an appropriate statement which 
you may use in connection with your acceptance of an award 
on my behalf at the dinner sponsored by captioned organization 
on 9-17-58 at the Statler Hotel in Los Angeles. 


Enclosure 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS LIN CLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-15-2005 BY 60309/AUU/TAM/DCG/bis 
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I personally appreciate the honor of 
being permitted to represent you on this ooaaslon. 


Sincerely, 

D. K. Brown 

Special Agent In Charge 
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September 2b, lbo8 
PciSiSONAL 



b7C 


I wanted to send you this note of sincere o.jrjgrutu- 
luiions upon your receipt of the award from the x American Jewish 
league sgaiast Communism, be., tar your courogeous light 
against communism. 


This is indeed a tribute to the valuable service you 
ruve rendered to your country, and all oi your friends in the I 31 
are pleased to see you receive this honor mid recognition. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoove* 

1- Los .ungeles 
Keurlet 9/18/58 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-15-2005 BY 60309/AUC/TAM/PCG/bis 
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Transmit the following in 





F 5 I 



(Type in plain text or code) 


Via Atrtel 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


To: SAC, Log Angeles (80-230) 

, i 

J From: Director, FBI 

AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE 
AGAINST COMMUNHM, INC. 

Remylet 8/14/58. 

Sualrtel your recommendations for any letters necessary 
following presentation of an award which you accepted, on my behalf at 
a dinner sponsored by captioned organization at the Statler Hotel on 
September 17, 1958. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO 10 
B0I0-J04 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, LOS ANGELES 


date: 3/27/62 


SUPERVISOR 


subject: mrs. MAX MERRITT 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


At 2C4 p.m., today, Mrs. MERRITT, 826 South Hobart 
Boulevard, Apartment 302, telephone Dunkirk 8-7835* tele- 
phonically advised as follows: 

Her husband. Rabbi MAX^RRITT, age 83 * is the 
Executive Director of the .Miei^Wan Jewish League vs. 
Communism in Los Angeles. Recently, seveH^ personal 
checks /"number unknown by her, made out to the American 
Jewish League vs. Communism, have been discovered missing 
from her home. Her husband suspects that she might have 
taken the checks and Mrs. MERRITT vehemently denied this. 

She stated this m atter h ad been discussed with Detectives 
FNU | fr nd FNU | | Los Angeles Police Department, and 

the missing cheeks totaled $3^0. Mrs. MERRITT stated 
"I believe this is the work of the Communists." 

Mrs. MERRITT stated her husband thinks she 1 b 
senile and she was obviously emotionally upset. She stated 
she would like the FBI to conduct an Investigation to 
detesdLne who took the checks and she volunteered to take 
a "truth serum." She f urther stated "i f you doubt my 
honesty, please talk to I 1 ' 

FBI jurisdiction was explained to Mrs. MERRITT 
and she stated she understood. She concluded by stating 
she desired someone to conduct appropriate investigation 
to convince her husband she has not ’’lost her mind." She 
added she is now 76 years of age. 

n -. .a ... i 
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Director, FBI 


9/25/58 



Los Angeles 


(80-236) 


AMERICAN JEWISH LEAOUE 
AGAINST COMMUNISM, INC. 


ReBualrtel 9/23/58. 

Since signed message from the Director to this 
organization was delivered, after being read, to Rabbi 
MAX J. MERRITT, It was believed thl3 constituted suffi¬ 
cient expression of thanks. 

Accordingly, no letters are recommended. 


2 - Bureau (Air Mall 
1 - Los Angeles 
DKB:A£3 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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PLAIN TEXT 


June 12, 1961 


TELEGRAM URGENT 


RABBI MAX JOHN MERRITT 
KOWLOON 

6124 WEST PICO BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

REGRET I AM UNABLE TO BE PRESENT AT YOUR PATRIOTIC TESTI¬ 
MONIAL DINNER. I KNOW YOUR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS IN PUBLIC INTEREST WILL LONG BE 
REMEMBERED BY THOSE PRIVILEGED TO KNOW YOU. MAY YOUR 
FUTURE ENDEAVORS BE REWARDED WITH EVERY MEASURE OF 
SUCCESS. 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 - Los Angeles 
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Best Copy Available, 


tmiTTV|£XEtuTin pitiw tit feg 
thirty-nin/ »«ir^ 

LOR AMKLER; CALIFORNIA, research 
RUDER FEBRUARY ELEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-THREE* 

CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL VROTE ASKINO HE TD VI*$ 
OF HERBERT HOOVER WHO HILL BE HONORED FEBRUARY Ttt 


0OAHST CONI 


ORGANIZATION AT FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY DIMES 


89LDVATER HILL BE GUEST SPEAKER, OTHER BERBER* NF 


FAIL TO REACH BUREAU BY NOON FEBRUARY ELEVEN ARY IN 
RE REPUTATION OF CORRESPONDENT AND ORGANIZATION, © 
SHOULD NOT BECOME AWARE OF BUREAU INTEREST AN* SREY 
SOURCES SHOULD BE CONTACTED. 

► • 1 * 

END AND ACK PLS . - • 


SEAKJHft> 

SERIAUIED- 




IATTON CONTAINED. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

-2005 BY -60309/AUC/TAM/DCG/bIs 
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FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59) 


TO: CHIEF CLERK 
Subject 


Date 


Aliases 


Address 


Birth Date Birthplace 


i ; 

[ Exact Spelling 

1 I- 

i i 

[aH References 

1 _I 

i 

[Main Subversive Case Files Only | 

[ 1; 

(_I 

leubversive References Only 

1 _1, 


□ 


Main Criminal Case Files Only 
Criminal References Only 

Mam Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 
Main Criminal (If no Main, list ail Criminal References) 


Race 


Restrict to Locality of 


File >: Social Number 


Remarks 


J 


<5 - o c \ Ooi - h 7? 
i D to ' b * j 

o — 1(j O 

>Oo- 0 '-1 \ -t b ( 

^ ^ ^ — L /Jo w . j 

. ~ I - iijip - i II 

■jV A ■ Ato xjA-M 
7 S'-x> - q / . 

^ 0-^31 

(0^ 


File 6, Serial Number 

b2 

b7D 


Remarks 



b2 

b7D 


Rerju 


Searched by 


Squad 


Consolidated by 


Reviewed by 


I - Identical 
NI . Not identical 


File Review Symbols 

? - Not identifiable 
U - Unavailable reference 


(date) 

(date) 

(date) 


Extension File No, 


Sex 

I" I Male 
□ Fema le 




Indice* Search Slip 

FQ -\$0 (Rev. JO-1-59) 


TO: CHIEF CLERK 
SubJ ect 


Date 


Aliases 


1 

Exact Spelling 

— 

1 

All References 


1 

Main Subversive Case Flies Only 

1 

1 

Subversive References Only 

_1 


Birth Date | Birthplace 

□ Restrict to Locality of 


Race 


File <*' Serial Number 


J 


Main Criminal Case Files Only 
Criminal References Only 

Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks 


lo o , 3<m -a -I w /. 

2 17 - .57. y, / J—r. 


'k\ 




1 'JL 1 . / ) 

■: it- :•■■■■• J 


IsS -so 2*1 




Requested by 

Squad 

Extension 

File No 

Searched by jr ", V^T j 

X ^ 

(date) 



Consolidated by 

(date) 



Reviewed by 

(date) 




File Review Symbols 


I - Identical ? • Not Identifiable 

NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference 


Sex 

H I Male 
□ Female 
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I 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06 - 15-2005 Bbf 60309 /AUC/ TAM/DCG/blE 


Transmit the following in 


Vi 


TELETYPE 


F B I 

Date: 2/3/63 

PLAIN TEXT 

(Type in plain text or code) 

DEFERRED 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


I 

I 

. J- . 


r. 


b2 

b7D 


DIRECTOR, FBI F f# _ a ,0 
SAC, LOS ANGELES f26-j6 J iO i) 


TO: 

FROM: 

RABBI MAX J, MERRITT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, JEWISH 
COUNCIL AGAINST COMMUNISM, THIRTY DASH NINE FIFTY DASH NINE 
WEST SIXTH STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, RESEARCH PAREN 
CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS UNPAREN, BUDED FEBRUARY ELEVEN, 
NINETEEN SIXTY THREE. 

LA INDICES NEGATIVE REGARDING JEWISH COUNCIL AGAINST 
COMMUNISM. LA INDICES CONTAIN INFORMATION CONCERNING AMERICAN 
JEWISH LEAGUE AGAINST COMMUNIST, INC. PAREN AJLAC UNPAREN, 

PAREN LA EIGHT ZERO DASH TWO THREE SIX UNPAREN. PREVIOUS 
CORRESPONDENSE BETWEEN BUREAU AND LA UNDER AJLAC IN NINETEEN 
FIFTY EIGHT CONCERNING AWARD TO DIRECTOR BY AJLAC ON SEPTEMBER 
SEVENTEEN FIFTY EIGHT AT STATLER HOTEL, LOS ANGELES. 


ON FEBRUARY EIGHT NEXT, ADVISED 


RABBI, MAX J. MERRITT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AMERICAN JEWISH 
COUNCIL AGAINST COMMUNISM, IS KNOWN To| 


BE ONE . OF THE 

MOST OUTSTANDING PERSONS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY ACTIVELY 


FIGHTING COMMUNISM. SOURCE ADVISED MERRITT GAVE INVOCATION 

NINETEEN 

( 1 ) '' A* 


AT CHRISTIAN ANTI DASH COMMUNIST CRUSADE J3 S 
RHCtELB . 1 ** 






b7C 


Sent 


Special :jent in Charge 


\ ( -J^ 


M 


Per 




Approved: 












LA 26-36407 
PAGE TWO 


b7C 

b7D 


SIXTY TWO SPONSORED BY IN fLk AND PARTICIPATED 

IN THE CRUSADE. SOURCE STATED ORGANIZATION WAS FORMED BY A 
GROUP OP VERY RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE OP THE JEWISH COMMITTEE AS 
A JEWISH MOVEMENT TO COMBAT COMMUNISM. LEADERS OP AJLAC ARE 

KNOWN_ TO BE TRULY PATRIOTIC AND REPUTABLE CITIZENS 

OP JEWISH BACKGROUNDS. 

MERRITT IS ABOUT EIGHTY THREE YEARS OP AGE, WAS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, HILLEL FOUNDATION, UNIVERSITY OP CALIFORNIA 
AT BERKLEY PROM NINETEEN TWENTY NINE TO NINETEEN FORTY. HE 
RETIRED SINCE THAT TIME EXCEPT FOR ONE AND A HALF YEARS 
BETWEEN NINETEEN FORTY TWO AND NINETEEN FORTY POUR WHEN HE 


PILLED THE PULPIT AT A SYNAGOGUE IN SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA. 
IN NINETEEN FORTY SIX TO FORTY EIGHT, HE HAS BEEN DIRECTOR 



2- 






PLAIN TEXT 


TELEGRAM 


L 


DEFERRED . HKXBT UTflX 


WAjm MAX J,. ^fHVITT 
‘ EfalCbf WSDaftCTOR 

*8B»W JSP “' |, w 

LOi ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY FOURTH WAS RECEIVED DURING 

MR. HOOVER'S ABSENCE FROM THE CITY. HE WILL NOT RETURN IN 

TIME TO FURNBH THE MESSAGE YOU REQUESTED. 

HELEN W. GANDY, SECRETARY 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


K 



Lob Angeles (80-236) 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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OPTIONAL POftM NO. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : SAC, LOS ANGELES (80-236) 


date: 8/6/63 


FROM 



b7C 


subject: JEWISH COUNCIL AGAINST COMMUNISM 

(JCAC) 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Bv letter dated ' 

r/17/63,___ 

♦■imowril nonv nf n 1 et". f.f 

1 furnished the writer Jarl-th.,a_. 

»r> dated 7/16/6R from 1 


^ 1 1 

| Los Angel es. which had 
JCAC. in his letter. f l applled 

M 1 A. 1 j _n _T 4 4- J — 1 


been addressed to the - -- -..-. . 

for membership in the JCAC, and outlined his political 
philosophy and academic background. 


Receipt of 


letter was acknowledged by 


the writer on 7/23/63, and the contents of _[letter 

brought to the SAC's attention by routing slip dated 7/27/63- 


b7C 

b7D 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06 - 15-2005 BY 60309 /AUC/TAM/DCG/bis 


1^(3 > Los Angeles r 
(1 - 105-6401)[ 
t 1 " !-V., >/•»>-() 


HGB: dac J i* 
(3) ,f ' 


b7C 


(AMERICAN LEGION CONTACTS) 


, 2-^6 - y 2 , 

* ’ ^ » — 

SEARCHED -INDEXED—X- 

SERIAUZED^OLFI t E D jA — 

AUG . G 1963 ^* 

FBI - LOS ANGE 







/ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 0 6-15-2 0 05 BY 60309/AUC/TAtt/DCG/bis 


JEWISH COUNCIL AGAINST COMMUNISM 

RABBI M. J. MERRITT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
STH STREET & WESTERN AVENUE 
3959 W. 6TH STREET • RM. 214 
LOS ANGELES 5, CALIFORNIA 

Telephone 
382-0527 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MORRIS RYSKIND, Cbmrmam 
PAUL MILLER, Vid-Cbajrmart 
HENRY N. BARTMAN, Treasurer 
BERT J. ABRAHAM 
ARTHUR F. BRASH 
SIDNEY CHAMBERS 
JEROME E. UNZ 
SAMPSON H. MILLER 
SIDNEY H. RTVKIN 
AL WEINBERG 
MAX J. MERRITT 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U. S. Department of Justice b7C 

13^-0 West Sixth Street 

Los Angeles, California 

Dear | | : 

The enclosed is a copy of a communication we received a few days ago. I do not 
know whether it has any significance or not,, "but you may find a spot for it in 
your files. 









Back of Page 
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b7C 

Agent “2- July 17/ 19^3 



I have no -particular reason for submitting the information above, other than to 
' ou. and perhans(___know that ve shall maintain rhe same cooperative b7C 
ion in the future as we have in the past, with reference to your office. 


Cincerely yours, 



b7C 









COPY 


hlC 


Los Angeles %b. Calif. 
July If 1963 

Dear Sirs: 

I hope you'll not be too startled by the fact that I used gin air mail 6tamp on this 
letter—it was the only stamp I had in the house, and I'm rather lazy today. 

I phoned you a couple of weeks ago, and I was told that if. I wanted to be a member 
I should write, giving my qualifications. Not having any qualifications, I can only 
say that if you'll accept me, I'll accept you. 


b7C 


I5y main interest is in mathematical applications to human behavioral phenomena (neuron 
circuit theory, Game Theory, etc,), which is a field in which sociology is coming 
to play an increasing part. 


I suppose some of your members are in the Civil Cervice or other government depart¬ 
ments. Even the Zionists-Revisionists, a right-wing group of which I was a member 
for some time, had their share of government employees as members. (The Zionists - 
Revisionists are still active in ITew York, supporting the right-wing Ilerut party 
of Israel, which is today the second largest party in Israel and is the min 
opposition to the socialists. They closed their L.A. office partly because half 
of their members leaned to the left and the other half just didn't give a damn about 
the organisation.) My relations with Uncle Earn are not too cordial. I'm afraid that 
some of my right-wing ideas don't appeal to the State Department, and if you check 
with them or related departments you might find me listed as an anti-communist 
crackpot. That's all right with me, because in ny book they're listed as a bunch 
of power-hungry bureaucrats. 


There's one more thing. I believe strongly in the importance of morality in personal 
and private life. That may sound like I'm a Victorian, and I an. For example, I 
happen to be one of the few people who believe that the National Legion of Decency 
(a Catholic organization) should play an increased role as a private organization 
in influencing film standards. I'm against governmental censureship, but privute 
organisations are very important, and as long as the Legion remains a private organiza¬ 
tion I'm going to support it. I mention this because there's only one thing I hate 
worse than socialism, and that's crime alnd immorality. A lot"of people interested 
In politics■ whether right-wing or left-wing, subordinate morality to their political 
goals. I don't and never will, and that's why I can sit hack and laugh at the current 
scandals the Tories are having in England', because the Tories thought that politics 
was higher than morality. 


I've been in the array and in the Civil Cervice and in a lot of places, and the army 
struck me as being just as bad as other places in the lack of understanding of individualisr 
To the military, in large part, individualism is an insidious subversive doctrine that 
tends to undermine subordination to authority and promote rebellion. Sure, they’re 
anti-communist in the army; but the word "individualism" means about as much to them 
as "communism". 

To me, individualism means the maximum freedom of the individual to control his own 

decisions with a minimum of interference either by the government or other sources of 

* 
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fOWer. It means most of all the small business, that rare part of life where a minimum 
of subordination to the will of others is realized. I'd like to see a nation of 
competing small businesses; it is one of the few traditions of Judaism of which I 
am proud after all these years. The Jew pioneered in the field of small businesses 
---the independent owner, responsible to himself and to his customers only. I think 
that automation will eventually require that the labor class disappear altogether, 
and that they be retrained as 1 independent small businessmen in the competitive system. 

I took two things out of Judaism: the tradition of small businesses and the moral- 
religious heritage without the ritualistic trimmings. I left out socialism, which 
is a rather recent addition to the Jewish tradition and probably arose only because 
of the injustice of Czarist oppression. I dislike socialism, and I dislike the 
absurd adherence to ritual in place of underlying belief and morality. To me, the 
individual who believes in God and maintains a life free from lusts and vices and 
crime has done sufficient prayer before both himself and his Creator. Ritualism is 
as had as socialism. 

Not? you can see why I'm against communism; if you stil can't, I'll be glad to spell 
it out for you again when I'm in a lazy enough mood to write a letter. In the mean¬ 
time, I might mention some of my more notorious ideas; that Cuba should be invaded, 
that Hungary should be freed, etc. You know, sometimes I wonder whether the American 
people aren't smarter than the President. If the people could vote on foreign policy, 
how long do you think Cuba would last? Hot much longer than a Havana cigar. 

If you ever get around to replying, remember that I'm. not getting younger. 2h years 
is an age not to be laughed at, and you had better accept me as a member before I 
mellow. I should suggest that you first make a long investigation, especially interro¬ 
gating the milkman and assorted acquaintances. You may find one skeleton in the closet: 
I'm a member of the Y.M.C.A. It's the old radical spirit popping up again. 

Yours truly, 

(signed) 

I I b7C 


This letter vac addressed to: 

American Jewish league Against Carman!er.i 

2959 :r. 6th rt. 

Los Angeles. Calif. 

Postmark: 17 July 





JEWISH COUNCIL AGAINST COMMUNISM 
M. J. MERRITT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SIXTH STREET & WESTERN AVENUE 
3959 W. 6TH STREET 
LOS ANGELES 5, CALIFORNIA 
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